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Core 
MS Mandarin Chinese II 

Students begin their introduction to Chinese by focusing on the four key areas of foreign language study: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. The course represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and online learning. Each unit consists of a new 
vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, multimedia 
cultural presentations, and interactive activities and practices which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong emphasis 
on providing context and conversational examples for the language concepts presented in each unit. Both Chinese characters and 
pinyin are presented together throughout the course and specific character practices are introduced after the first quarter. Students 
should expect to be actively engaged in their own language learning, become familiar with common vocabulary terms and phrases, 
comprehend a wide range of grammar patterns, participate in simple conversations and respond appropriately to basic 
conversational prompts, analyze and compare cultural practices, products, and perspectives of various Chinese speaking regions, 
and take frequent assessments where their language progression can be monitored. The course has been carefully aligned to 
national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages). 

Length: Two semesters 

Overall Course Objectives 

The MS Mandarin Chinese II course helps students: 

• Master common vocabulary terms and phrases, including personal contexts such as greetings, family,
school, health and fitness, and hobbies

• Comprehend grammar patterns, including question words, basic syntax, comparisons, directional words,
and the past tense

• Analyze and compare cultural practices, products, and perspectives of China through such topics as
food, money, family life, and literature

• Participate in simple conversations and respond appropriately to basic conversational prompts

• Generate language incorporating basic vocabulary and grammar patterns

• Read, write, speak, and listen for meaning in basic Chinese

• Regularly assess progress in proficiency through quizzes, tests, and speaking/writing submissions

Recurring Content 

Vocabulary Theme 

• Each unit presents a new set of vocabulary words pertaining to a particular theme. Each topic is first presented in context and
then the vocabulary is further practiced through a variety of interactive activities and practices. A printable vocabulary list is also
provided.

Grammar Concept 

• Each unit introduces a new grammar pattern. The concept is first introduced in a contextualized situation and then
presented in a multimedia grammar animation. The concept is then further practiced in several interactive activities
throughout the unit. A printable explanation of the pattern is also provided.

mailto:alvs.support@apexlearning.com


1215 Fourth Ave., Suite 1500 | Seattle, WA 98161 | Phone: 855-550-2547 | Fax: 206-381-5601 |alvs.support@apexlearning.com 

Copyright © 2018 Middlebury Interactive Languages. All rights reserved. This material is intended for the exclusive use of registered users only. No portion 
of these materials may be reproduced or redistributed in any form without the express permission of Middlebury Interactive Languages 

Copyright © 2018 Apex Learning Inc. Apex Learning® and the Apex Learning logo are registered trademarks of Apex Learning Inc. 

MS Mandarin Chinese II Page 2 

Presentation of Culture through Culture Videos 

• In each unit, students learn about various cultural or historical aspects (e.g. practices, products, and perspectives) of China through
short video presentations.

“Out of Seat” Activities 

• Several times during the year, students are given opportunities to use the language “outside” the course. These are specific
assignments directing students to interact in a genuine way with the Chinese language or Chinese-speaking communities.

Speaking and Writing Activities 

• Students complete speaking and writing activities in each unit. These activities give students a chance to become more familiar
with the speaking and writing patterns of Chinese by applying them in communicative situations.

Listening and Reading Comprehension Activities 

• Each unit contains both listening and reading comprehension practices. They are based on the vocabulary, grammar, or
culture concepts presented that unit and challenge students to identify the main ideas and significant details of the listening/
reading excerpts.

Assessments 

• Listening and reading comprehension quizzes verify that students comprehend the main ideas and/or significant details of target
language passages or conversations.

• Culture comprehension quizzes verify that students have understood important concepts presented in the culture presentations.

• Unit tests assess students’ mastery of the vocabulary words and grammar concepts presented that unit. Each unit test also includes
reading and listening comprehension questions and an oral or written assessment.

• Midterm and Semester Exams are comprehensive in nature. Not only do they assess students’ knowledge of the language, but they
also assess students’ ability to produce the language in a communicative way. Midterms and Semester Exams include both oral
and written assessments.

“Life-long Learner” Assignments 

• Each semester, students are required to create a plan for incorporating Chinese into their daily lives. They accomplish this by
outlining the long-term benefits of learning Chinese, by making goals for what they want to accomplish with their mastery of the
language, and by creating a plan for accomplishing their goals.

“Explore” Activities 

• These activities help students develop a more profound understanding of China and its culture.

Discussion Board Activities 
• There is one discussion board activity in each semester. These activities provide opportunities for students to interact with

other students and practice their new language.

Journal 

• Journal assignments allow students to make cultural comparisons, reinforce new vocabulary and grammar patterns, and
practice communicating in the language.
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Romanization and Characters 

• The nature of the Chinese language, being a tonal language with thousands of homophones, requires that nonnative students have
a solid foundation with Pinyin to ensure accurate Chinese pronunciation in addition to correct tone usage. Pinyin is the Romanized
text used to help non-native students understand the phonology of Chinese. Every unit requires students to use Pinyin to read and
write the Chinese language. In Unit 10 of Year 1, students begin the transition from Pinyin into Chinese characters. After Unit 10,
students are required to learn, recognize, and type 8-10 new characters each unit. There are several activities within each unit,
which prepare students to learn these characters.

Pronunciation 
• Pronunciation is a critical element of Chinese that is acquired through the use of Pinyin initial and final sounds. Each unit has

a special lesson about one or more of the Pinyin initial sounds combined with all of the final sounds. This is accompanied by
a practice activity. Every Pinyin activity also has a link to a printable PDF, which describes the rules and guidelines for proper
use of Pinyin.

Tones 

• Every unit contains ample practice with the four tones that are used to distinguish meaning from one homophone to another in
this tonal language. Every Pinyin activity also has links to printable PDFs, which describe the rules and guidelines for proper use of
tones as well as a reference chart that includes all the initial and final sound combinations of the Chinese language.
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Course Scope and Sequence 

Semester	
  1	
  

Vocabulary	
   Grammar	
   Culture	
   Pronunciation	
  

Unit	
  19	
   Transportation	
   上 and	
  下 

Review	
  Directions	
  and	
  

Prepositions	
  

Simple	
  Metric	
  Terms	
  

OverseasChinese	
   Final	
  sound	
  /iang/	
  

Unit	
  20	
   Sports	
   还是 vs.	
  或者 BeijingOlympics	
   Final	
  sound	
  /ing/	
  

Unit	
  21	
   At	
  a	
  restaurant	
   Use	
  跟,	
  和 and	
  一起 to	
  
Describe	
  Togetherness	
   
of	
   People	
  and	
  Objects	
  

FoodDifferences	
   Final	
  sound	
  /an/	
  

Unit	
  22	
   Shopping,Money	
   Shopping	
   Phrases:	
  
。。。块钱,	
  便宜一
点

ChineseMoney	
  System Final	
  sound	
  /ie/	
  

Semester	
  1	
  Midterm	
  

Unit	
  23	
   At	
  Home	
   请 ＋verb	
   (请进)	
   
Imperatives	
  verb＋吧 

A	
  Chinese	
  Home	
   Final	
  sound	
  /uang/	
  

Unit	
  24	
   Adjectives	
  and	
  
Adverbs	
  

跑得快 走得慢

Dragons	
   Final	
  sound	
  /eng/	
  

Unit	
  25	
   Weather	
   Review	
  很,	
  好,	
  真 Adjective	
  

Duplication	
  to	
  

(湿湿的wet)	
  
How	
  to	
  use	
  了 (下雨 
了。)	
  

The	
  Chinese	
  
Zodiac	
  

Final	
  sound	
  /en/	
  

Unit	
  26	
   Travel	
   Going	
  Out:	
  出去 
In	
  the	
  Middle	
  of	
  :	
  正在 
Arriving	
  :	
  到了,	
  来了 
Almost:差不多 

Great	
  Wall	
   Final	
  sound	
  /ui/	
  

Unit	
  27	
   Final	
  

Semester	
  2	
  

Unit	
  28	
   Body	
   Modal	
  Verb:	
  能+	
  Verb	
   Spring  Festival	
   Final	
  sound	
  /uai/	
  

Unit	
  29	
   Health	
  and	
  fitness	
   Name	
   of	
   a	
   Place	
   +	
  
Simple	
  Directional	
  
Word	
  +	
  (面/边)	
  

Chinese	
  Medicine	
   Final	
  sound	
  /a/	
  

Unit	
  30	
   On	
  Vacation	
   Subject	
  +	
  Time:	
  Time	
  
goes	
  from	
  biggest	
  to	
  

smallest	
  
Adverbs:	
  很,	
  非常,	
  etc.	
  

Introductionto	
  
China	
  2	
  

Final	
  sound	
  /ei/	
  

Comparative words

跟、和 and 一起
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Semester	
  2	
  (Continued)	
  

Vocabulary	
   Grammar	
   Culture	
   Pronunciation	
  

Unit	
  31	
   Hobbies	
   看:	
   to	
  watch,	
  read	
  and	
  
see	
  

Chinese	
  
Traditional	
  Art:	
  
Paper	
  	
  Cutting	
  

Final	
  sound	
  /ü/	
  

Semester	
  2	
  Midterm	
  

Unit	
  32	
   Daily	
  Activities	
   More	
  on	
  Time:	
  现在 
(right	
  now)	
  ,	
  正在 (in	
  
the	
  middle	
  of	
  )	
  快要
(	
  about	
  to

	
  
)	
  就 (early)	
  

Chopsticks	
   Final	
  sound	
  /ue/	
  &	
  
/üe/	
  

Unit	
  33	
   Nature	
   才(late)Past	
   Experience：过 
(我做过。。。)	
  

Chinese Gardens	
   Final	
  sound	
  /iong/	
  

Unit	
  34	
   Computersand	
  
Technology	
  

Will	
  /	
  Going	
  to:	
  会（我 
会吃饭） 

Dim	
  Sum	
   Final	
  sound	
  /in/	
  

Unit	
  35	
   CharacterReview	
  

Unit	
  36	
  	
  Final	
  Review	
  and	
  Test	
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