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Enjoyed these resources?

Why not start a free trial of the full EducationCity resource and see what 
else we can offer you?

Email us at educationcitysupport@edmentum.com 
or call us on 800.995.5410

Activity: Activity: Learn Screen:

Four Seasons

Content ID: 8068

Stay Frosty 

Content ID: 32627

Weather the Storm 

Content ID: 22392

Know the names and characteristics of the 
four seasons.

Spell words using the look, cover, spell and 
check strategy.

Discuss solutions to weather-related hazards.

Other Resources Linking to the Theme

Before deciding what to include in your lesson, check out our online content, which you can use as part of your 
Winter Solstice celebrations. It’s simple to find, just enter the Content ID number in EducationCity’s Search tool!

Winter Solstice Topical Teaching Resources

What Does This Pack Include?

This pack has been created by teachers, for teachers. In it you’ll find high quality teaching resources to help mark the 
Winter Solstice, understand its history and why it is celebrated.

To go directly to the content, simply click on the title in the index below:

POSTER

FACT SHEETS:

Pre-K – Grade 2 Grades 3-6

Explore what the Winter Solstice is and why it is celebrated.

THINKITS:

Pre-K – Grade 2 Grades 3-6

Discuss whether days are longer in the Summer or Winter. Discuss why the Winter Solstice occurs at a different time of year in Australia.



Winter solstice is the first official day of winter.

It happens on December 21st or 22nd.

Solstice means “standing still Sun.”

In ancient times, people were afraid that the Sun’s light would not return unless they kept
watch and had a celebration for the solstice.

Winter solstice is the shortest day of the year. This is because Earth’s North Pole leans
farthest away from the Sun on that day. Most of the U.S. will get only about 9.5 hours of
sunlight. In Fairbanks, Alaska, there are only about 3.75 hours of sunlight!
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Winter solstice is the first official day of winter.

It happens on December 21st or 22nd.

Solstice comes from two Latin words—“sol,” which means Sun, and “sistere,” which means
to cause to stand in place. The winter solstice is the day when the Sun is at its lowest point
on the horizon at midday.

In ancient times, people were afraid that the Sun’s light would not return unless they kept
watch and had a celebration for the solstice.

Winter solstice is the shortest day of the year. This is because Earth’s North Pole is tilted
farthest away from the Sun on that day.

In the winter, the days feel shorter because we get less sunlight. On the day of the winter
solstice, most of the U.S. gets about 9.5 hours of sunlight. Fairbanks, Alaska, only gets
about 3.75 hours!

Although the winter solstice is the shortest and darkest day of the year, it is not the
coldest. Because it takes some time for Earth’s surface to cool after absorbing the summer
Sun, most of the U.S. doesn’t see its coldest day until January.
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Are the days longer in summer or winter? 

Winter Solstice / Topical / Question © EducationCity.com 
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All days last 24 hours, but there is more daylight in 
the summer, so the daylight hours last tonger. 

Can you think of any other differences 
between the two seasons? 

© EducationCity.com Winter Solstice / Topical / Answer 
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Why is the winter solstice in Australia on 
June 21st? That's summer! 
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Seasons are caused because Earth moves around the Sun on a 
tilted imaginary axis. The U.S. and Australia are on opposite sides 

of Earth, so their seasons are opposite. 

Why is winter solstice called the 
shortest day of the year? 
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EducationCity connects teaching and learning by pairing time-saving teacher tools with standards-
aligned student activities to drive targeted instruction. Colorful animation and interactive resources 
bring learning to life in this engaging, online program for preK-6th grade students.

Get to Know EducationCity

Start your FREE 
EducationCity trial today!
Topical resources are just one of the many teaching and 
learning tools EducationCity has to offer. Get access to 
student activities, instructional tutorials, critical thinking 
questions, lesson plans, and more. Don’t miss out—visit 
https://www.educationcity.com/us/free-trial to get started.

6 Subjects, 1 Program
All of our elementary teaching resources are created  
by our talented in-house education team, and 
correlated to state and national standards to help  
you support students everywhere learning occurs.

Explore

Robust content aligned 
to state, Common Core, 
and Next Generation 
Science Standards

Target

Generate individualized 
learning paths to 
support more 
personalized learning

Monitor

Easy-to-use, real- 
time reports track 
student progress and 
performance

Learn

Structured activities 
foster independent 
learning and promote 
topic reinforcement

Teach

Flexible resources 
simplify lesson planning 
and drive instruction for 
various learner types

Contact us today for more information.
www.edmentum.com - 800.447.5286
edmentum.com  5600 W 83rd Street 
800.447.5286   Suite 300, 8200 Tower 
info@edmentum.com  Bloomington, MN 55437

Math

Computing

Language Arts

Learn English

Science

Matemàtics
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