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Enjoyed these resources?
Why not start a free trial of the full EducationCity resource  
and see what else we can offer you!

Email us at  trials@EducationCity.com  
or call us on +44 (0)1572 725080!

ThinkIts:
Inspire Creative Ways of Thinking

Topic Tools:
Explore Concepts as a Class

Activities:
Educational Content

Book Club

Content ID: 19890 

Story Starter Machine

Content ID: 5775-5777

Setting the Scene 

Content ID: Content ID: 5745 

Encourage students to think about what makes 
a book worth recommending. 

Generate different plots for students to 
plan and write their own stories. Ideal for 
whiteboard use. 

Analyse the setting, character and plot within 
a story.

Other Resources Linking to the Theme

Before deciding what to include in your lesson, check out our online content relating to International Children’s Book 
Day too. It’s simple to find, just enter the Content ID number in EducationCity’s Search tool!

International Children’s Book Day Topical Teaching Resources

What Does This Pack Include? 
This pack has been created by teachers, for teachers. In it, you’ll find high quality Lesson Plans and Fact Sheets, which 
can be used to support teaching and learning during International Children’s Book Day.

To go directly to the content, simply click on the title in the index below:

FACT SHEETS:

1. Hans Christian Andersen                                                                                                      2. Hans Christian Anderson Best Known Tales                                                 

Learning Objective:
To learn about Hans Christian Andersen and discover more about some of his well-loved tales. 

LESSON PLANS:

1. Data Handling 2. Thumbelina 3. Timeless Tales 

Learning Objective: Identify the most popular 
fairy tale in the class. 

Learning Objective: Explore the character of 
Thumbelina and use these ideas to plan a story.

Learning Objective: To be able to predict what 
might happen in a story. 

55 minute Lesson Plan 60 minute Lesson Plan 60 minute Lesson Plan

RESOURCE SHEETS:

Book Review Template 

ACTIVITY SHEETS AND ANSWERS:

Timeless Tales

Learning Objective: Plan the story of King Arthur and the Sword in the Stone. 



Hans Christian Andersen 
Fact Sheet

• Hans Christian Andersen was born in Denmark on 2nd April 1805.

• Andersen came from a poor family. He did not have any brothers or sisters. 

• His father was a shoemaker and his mother a washerwoman who worked for rich people.

• His parents made him toys that would help develop his imagination.

• He left home when he was fourteen to become an actor and a singer but was not successful.

• He then went to university in Copenhagen where he started to write. 

• Hans Christian Andersen published his first book of fairy tales in 1835 and it was such 
 a success that he wrote many other children’s tales up until his death.

• His most famous books include The Little Mermaid, The Emperor’s New Clothes and 
 The Ugly Duckling.

• His stories tell of suffering but there is always a happy ending.

• In total he wrote over 150 fairy tales which have now been translated into over 150 languages.

• He did not marry or have any children.

• He died on 2nd August 1875.

• International Children’s Book Day is held on or near his birthday every year.



Hans Christian Andersen’s Best Known Tales

The Little Mermaid

Fact Sheet

Hans Christian Andersen is a well-known author of traditional fairy tales but how much do 
you know about these well-loved tales? 

• Hans Christian Andersen started by retelling stories told to him by his mother and 
 grandmother but then began to write his own. 

• Aside from his fairy tales, Andersen wrote poems, books and plays specifically for adults, 
 including six novels, five travel journals and three autobiographies.

• At first he wanted to be a writer of adult drama and was not very proud of his fairy 
 tales. He then started to think about them as a form of poetry. 

• Although his tales were written for children, he also considered the adult who may be 
 reading the fairy tales to children to be part of his audience. With this in mind, he wrote 
 so they too would enjoy the experience.

• In total he wrote 168 tales. His most famous are The Princess and the Pea, The Ugly 
 Duckling and The Little Mermaid.

• Many of his tales contained both a biographical and an 
 autobiographical element. For example, his parents were 
 very poor and his mother told him about how she had 
 to beg when she was a little girl. This stayed with him 
 and inspired him to write The Little Match Girl. 

• Another of his tales, The Ugly Duckling, summed up his 
 experiences growing up when he considered himself to 
 be ugly and skinny. The end of the tale highlights the 
 fact that we all have an inner beauty.

• Andersen published his first volume in 1835 and continued 
 to publish editions throughout his life. 
 His final volume was published in 1872, 
 three years before his death.

• This first volume included The Tinder 
 Box, Big Claus and Little Claus, 
 The Princess and the Pea and 
 Little Tiny (also known as Thumbelina).

• Other popular fairy tales included:
    -The Little Mermaid written in 1836
    -The Emperor’s New Suit - 1837
    -The Snow Queen - 1845
    -The Little Match Girl - 1846

Fairy Tales
by Hans Christian Andersen

The Ugly Duckling



Data Handling

Overview 
In this 55-minute activity, students have the opportunity to find out which is the most 
popular Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale in the class. They then compile a bar chart and 
consider statements they could make using information from the graph. 

Materials
Resources and organisation:

• A list of the most popular Hans Christian Andersen fairy tales
(see the Fact Sheet for examples)
• Access to an interactive whiteboard for data to be recorded
• Individual exercise books or squared paper,
pencils and rulers

Lesson structure
0 - 5 minutes – Start by asking the class to think 
about their favourite Hans Christian Andersen fairy 
tale. Ask the students to share their ideas and note 
them down on the interactive whiteboard. Some of 
his most famous are listed on the Fact Sheet for quick 
reference. Then ask the students to talk to their partner 
about which is their favourite and why. 

5 - 10 minutes – Draw the class back together and spend a few moments talking about 
the tales. Then carry out a class vote, noting down the number of votes for each tale. 

10 - 15 minutes – Explain to the students that you would like them to compile a bar 
chart to record the results on. Model the layout of the bar chart questioning the children 
on its various features, e.g. how to label the x and y axis. Discuss the frequency on the y 
axis and ask students to consider whether it should increase in steps of 2 or 5.

15 - 25 minutes – Once the children are confident with compiling a bar chart, send them 
to their tables to work independently. Circulate to assess understanding and provide 
support where necessary.

25 - 35 minutes – Once they have completed the bar charts, show one of the student’s 
charts on the visualiser and then make a statement using the information presented, e.g. 
‘A quarter of the class liked The Ugly Duckling best’. Ask the class to work with partners 
to see if they can think of a way to prove or disprove the statement.

35 - 45 minutes – Draw the class back together and discuss their ideas. Then ask the 
students to work with their partners to see if they can come up with another statement 
the class could try to prove or disprove. 

45 - 55 minutes – Again share some of the ideas and talk about the way in which the 
statement could be tested to see whether it is correct or not.



Thumbelina

Overview 
In this 60-minute activity, students have the opportunity to explore what it would be like 
to be 10 cm tall like Thumbelina. They work collaboratively to think about the way their 
lives would change both positively and negatively and how it would feel to be Thumbelina. 
They then use these ideas to plan a story which could be drafted at a later stage.

Materials
Resources and organisation:

• A copy of Thumbelina
• Large pieces of sugar paper divided into two columns
• Access to the EducationCity Storyscape Tool
• Organise the students into groups of four.
Talk partners will also be utilised. 

Lesson structure
0 - 15 minutes – Start by reading the students a version 
of the fairy tale Thumbelina and while you read it, ask 
them to think about how it would feel to be Thumbelina. 
Pause as you read the story to ask questions that enable 
students to draw comparisons with their own lives.  

15 - 25 minutes – Once you have finished reading, organise the students into groups of 
four and ask the students to note down the key points from the story including the setting 
and the characters. Ask them to do this in the first column of the sugar paper and once 
they have completed this, to write about their own experiences, e.g. live in building, having 
people as friends etc. in the other column. Draw the class back together to discuss ideas. 

25 - 30 minutes – Ask the students to chat to a partner about what it would be like if 
they were the same size as Thumbelina. They could use the prompts from the sugar paper 
to think about where they would live and who their friends would be. Then draw the class 
back together to share their ideas, eliciting whether it would be a positive or a negative 
experience for them.

30 - 45 minutes – Explain to the children that you would like them to plan and write a 
story where they are the main character who is 10 cm tall. Show the class the 
EducationCity Storyscape Tool and talk through a possible plot by asking students to 
discuss ideas with their partners. Refer the children to the notes they made earlier to help 
them develop their ideas. As each aspect is discussed, reach a consensus of an idea and 
use this to plan a class story.

45 - 60 minutes – Once the whole class plan has been drafted, give the students a print 
out of the Storyscape so they can plan their own story. Circulate to support understanding 
and to share ideas that could support other students. Then ask the students to share their 
story plans.

Follow up activity – Additional time will be needed to complete the plan which students 
then use to write their stories, possibly as part of a Big Write session.



Timeless Tales 
Lesson Plan 
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Learning Objective 
To be able to predict what might happen in a narrative by drawing upon what has already been read. 

Curriculum Link 
Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern
fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions

Understand what they read by: 
 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

Materials or Resources 
 Resource Sheet: Sir Percival and the Red Knight

Lesson Structure 

Starter 
0 - 15 minutes 
Ask the students to recap the features of a legend. Remind students that in the Activity, they read the story of Arthur and 
The Sword in the Stone. In this session, they will be reading a story about one of Arthur’s knights, Sir Percival. 

Main 
15 - 50 minutes 
Either as a whole class, in small groups or independently, read through the beginning of the story, up to: “However, when 
he entered King Arthur’s court, the other knights started laughing at him!” Ask students key questions about what they 
have read, such as:  

 Do you think that Percival was destined to become a knight? Why?
 Why did his mother never tell Percival about knights?

Organise students into groups and ask them to decide on an ending to the story. Give students adequate time to write their 
endings. Choose some groups to read theirs out to the rest of class, identifying any likeness between the different versions. 

Allow students to continue reading the rest of the story. Once finished, ask students if any of their endings were similar to 
the actual ending. Ask key questions about the story, giving students the opportunity to discuss, such as: 

 Why did the other knights laugh at Percival?
 How would you describe Sir Kay’s behaviour towards Percival?
 How does Percival avenge his father? Is he aware that he has avenged his father?

Plenary 
50-60 minutes
On the IWB or on a piece of flip chart paper, draw a table with two columns. In the first column, ask students to identify
any similarities between the King Arthur and the Sword in the Stone and Sir Percival and the Red Knight. Repeat this for
the second column, but this time, look at the differences between the two stories.



Timeless Tales

Sir Percival and the Red Knight

After her husband was killed by a Red Knight, a young mother decided to
escape the castle where she lived, taking her young child, Percival, with
her. She travelled far until she reached a distant forest. She decided to

raise her child there, where she could keep him safe, teaching him nothing
about the dangerous world of knights, in the hopes that he would not

share the same fate as his father.

Percival grew up, knowing nothing about his past. However, when he was
old enough, his mother gave him a small hunting spear. Percival was an
excellent hunter and used the weapon to catch game in the woods. One
day, whilst he was hunting, Percival met three knights, Sir Kay, Sir Yvain

and Sir Gawain. Percival was transfixed by the knights, staring in
amazement at their horses, lances and armour. Although Percival did not

know what these men were, he knew he wanted to be like them.

Percival returned home and told his mother what he had seen. His mother
told him all about the Knights of the Round Table and told him that if he
wished to become a knight, he needed to travel to Camelot to speak with
King Arthur. The next day, Percival left his mother. He took his hunting
spear, placed mistletoe on his head to make a helmet and captured a
mare and rode to Camelot. However, when he entered King Arthur’s

court, the other knights started laughing at him!

Just then, a Red Knight burst into the room. The Red knight took the
king’s gold cup. None of the other knights dared to challenge the Red
Knight as he had already wounded many Knights of the Round Table.

Once the Red Knight had left, Percival came before the king and asked to
be made a knight and be given a suit of red armour. Sir Kay told Percival
that the red armour belongs to the Red Knight and that if he wanted it,

he would have to go and take the armour.

Percival followed the Red Knight and demanded that he take off his
armour. Instead of removing his armour, the Red Knight turned and

attacked the boy. Percival managed to kill him with his spear! Percival
started dragging his body to try to remove the armour from the knight.
However, seeing his struggle, Sir Gawain, showed him how to unfasten

the armour. Percival dressed himself in the armour, returned the gold cup
to King Arthur and was knighted.

Percival went on to have many adventures. He was considered a valiant
knight known for both his great strength, but also his goodness. It is

because of these virtues that when the Knights of the Round Table went
on a quest for the Holy Grail, only Percival and two other knights were

considered worthy enough to find it.
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Timeless Tales

Plan the story: King Arthur and the Sword in the Stone.

Can you think of key words and phrases to describe the characters?

Plan the story by sequencing the events into paragraphs.

• A child is born to King Uther. His name is Arthur and he is heir to the throne.

• King Uther hears of a plot to kill Arthur. He calls for Merlin to ask him for advice.

• Merlin takes Arthur away to keep him safe and hidden.

Describe Arthur Describe Merlin Describe Sir Kay



Timeless Tales

Plan the story: King Arthur and the Sword in the Stone.

Can you think of key words and phrases to describe the characters?

Plan the story by sequencing the events into paragraphs.

• A child is born to King Uther. His name is Arthur and he is heir to the throne.

• King Uther hears of a plot to kill Arthur. He calls for Merlin to ask him for advice.

• Merlin takes Arthur away to keep him safe and hidden.

Describe Arthur Describe Merlin Describe Sir Kay

King Arthur:
Accept any suitable
vocabulary that
describes the young
Arthur

Merlin: Accept any
suitable vocabulary
that describes Merlin

Sir Kay: Accept any
suitable vocabulary
that describes
Sir Kay

• Uther dies which throws England into turmoil.

• The people turn to Merlin to ask for his help in deciding who should be the next king.

• Merlin puts a sword into the stone which only the rightful king of England can pull out.

• Merlin decides that Arthur needs to be raised by a family.

• Arthur is adopted by Sir Ector. Sir Ector already has a son called Sir Kay.

• Only Merlin is aware of Arthur’s true identity.

• Arthur grows up in the castle.

• He is made to carry out chores.

• Merlin introduces himself to Arthur and starts to tutor him.

• Sir Kay enters in his first tournament. Sir Kay, Sir Ector and Arthur travel to London

• On the journey, Arthur spots the sword in the stone.

• When they arrive at the tournament, Sir Kay realises he has left his sword behind.

• Arthur goes to fetch the sword, but the castle is locked.

• Arthur returns to the graveyard where he had seen the sword in the stone.

• He pulls the sword out of the stone.

• Arthur goes back to the tournament and presents Sir Kay with the sword.

• They all go back to the graveyard and Arthur pulls the sword out of the stone again.

• Arthur is crowned the true and rightful King of England.





EducationCity produces fun, educational materials to engage students in learning and empower 
teachers to tailor their teaching. Take a look at how EducationCity can support you in the classroom:

About EducationCity

"Teachers have been delighted with 
the content of this package and most 
impressed with how easy it is to find 
appropriate learning and teaching 
resources and then to use them in a 
variety of ways.”
Mark Sanderson,  
Senior ICT Consultant, Herefordshire Learning and Achievement Service

Target Lesson Objectives Easily

Find relevant content that links to your 
curriculum by using our Curriculum 
Map or Search tool.

Comprehensive and clearly organised 
by strand, content is so easy to access!

Differentiated Teaching

Monitor progress with SuccessTracker 
and you’ll be able to identify the 
strengths and areas of development  
for each of your students and so 
choose relevant activities to help  
them progress.

Plan in Advance

When planning your lessons, choose 
your Activities in advance and put 
them into a MyCity so they’re easy 
for students to access. Choose a 
meaningful name for each MyCity 
and you’ll be able to update and 
retrieve them year after year!

Lesson Plans

Access our ready-made Lesson 
Plans, topical content and Teacher 
Resource Pack to support teaching 
and learning in the classroom.

There’s more to EducationCity than 
Activities alone!

Flexible Learning

EducationCity is accessible via desktops, 
laptops, tablets and whiteboards, so can 
support you whatever equipment is 
available in your classroom.

Blog

Keep abreast of events in the teaching 
arena, changes to the resource, and see 
how EducationCity is supporting the 
education community.

Want to find out more about EducationCity?
Start a free trial for your school today and see it for yourself. Simply call  
us on +44 (0)1572 725080 or email trials@EducationCity.com to arrange.

Website: www.EducationCity.com  
Email: trials@EducationCity.com
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