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World Book Day Topical Teaching Resources
What Does This Pack Include? 
This pack has been created by teachers, for teachers. In it, you will find high quality Lesson Plans, Activity Sheets and 
Resource Sheets to help celebrate authors, books and, most importantly, reading! 

To go directly to the content, simply click on the title in the index below:

FACT SHEETS:

1. Hans Christian Andersen                                                                                                      2. Hans Christian Andersen Best Known Tales                                                 3. Roald Dahl 4. The Brothers Grimm 5. Fairy Tales

Learning Objective:
To learn about famous authors, their background and explore some of the books that they wrote. 

ACTIVITY IDEAS:

1. To increase the amount your students read 2. To increase the range of books your students read from

3. To increase parental involvement 4. To support your students’ character development skills

5. To improve your students’ story/writing development skills 6. For fun!

LESSON PLANS:

1. Roald Dahl KS1 2. Roald Dahl KS2 3. The Brothers Grimm Fairy Tale 

Learning Objective: To use adjectives to 
describe a chosen character. 

Learning Objective: To design a poster based 
on a book character.

Learning Objective: To learn about the 
different features of fairy tales.

60 minute Lesson Plan 70 minute Lesson Plan 60 minute Lesson Plan

RESOURCE SHEETS:

Exploring Book Settings Exploring Characters

Write an Alternative Ending Rewrite as a Cartoon Strip

Write a Book Review Roald Dahl Book Review Template

Design Your Own Book Cover Write the Blurb for a Book Cover

Design Your Own Chocolate Bar Monster Bookmarks

Finger Puppets Login Bookmarks

Fairy Tale Writing Paper

ACTIVITY SHEETS AND ANSWERS:

1. Brothers Grimm 2. Great Outdoors

Learning Objective: To write an imaginary letter to the Brothers Grimm. Learning Objective: To read a fairy tale and answer the questions.



Enjoyed these resources?
Why not start a free trial of the full EducationCity resource  
and see what else we can offer you!

Email us at  trials@educationcity.com  
or call us on +44 (0)1572 725080!

ThinkIts:
Inspire Creative Ways of Thinking

Topic Tools:
Explore Concepts as a Class

Activities:
Educational Content

Starting a Story 

Content ID: 13787

Story Starter Machine

Content ID: 5775-5777

Twin Tales

Content ID: 5753

Brainstorm ideas with your students on how to 
mark World Book Day. 

Generate options with your students and then 
let the machine do its work developing new 
ideas for stories. Ideal for whiteboard use. 

Compare and contrast two versions of the 
Cinderella story from different cultures.

Other Resources Linking to the Theme

Before deciding what to include in your lesson, check out our online content relating to World Book Day too. It’s 
simple to find, just enter the names in EducationCity’s Search tool!



www.educationcity.com

Reading Challenge:

Create a competition to 

encourage children to read 

as many books as possible 

over a certain period of time.

Book Oscars: Children are given a shortlist 
of books to read, and each 
nominate their favourite. 
Results can be presented 
on World Book Day itself.

Drop Everything and Read (DEaR):
Have a special siren go off to call children to a certain ‘reading’ place. Upon hearing the siren, everyone (including teachers) needs to put everything down,  get out their books and enjoy 15 minutes’ reading time.

Increase

Amount of

Reading



www.educationcity.com

Book Swap:
Everyone brings in a book they’ve enjoyed to put into a ‘swap bag’. Once all the books are in, each child dips into the bag to take away a book they may not have chosen themselves.

Reading Challenge: 
Create a checklist of 
different types of stories to read to increase the children’s range. The list could include classics or science-fiction, non-fictional stories or comics.

Increase Range 

of Reading

Teachers’ Choice:

Each teacher has a less well-

known book to champion 

and reads a section out to 

the whole school to attract 

listeners.  
At a specific time of the day, 

students choose one book 

to listen to more of in that 

teacher’s classroom.

Speed Dating 

via Books:

Have a circle of older children 

(Y6) surround a circle of 

younger children (Y4), so that 

each Y4 student sits opposite a 

Y6 student. The older children 

have 60 seconds to ‘sell’ their 

book. If the Y4 student likes 

what they hear, the two can 

read the book together. If not, 

the students move on.
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IncreaseParental
 Involvement

Share a Book: 

Read the first chapter of a 

book together as a class. 

Then send the book home 

with each child in turn for his/

her parents to read together. 

This is best done with a book 

you have plenty of copies of!

Parents’ Choice:
Each child is to bring in the title of a book that one of their parents enjoyed when they were the age of their children now. The most popular can be read to the children in class.  

Breakfast/Bedtime Read:

Students and their parents either come in early or come 

in after school hours to share a story together. Something 

out of the ordinary, you can inspire parents and children 

to make it part of their home routine. Pyjamas and hot 

chocolate are optional for the Bedtime Read!
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Character
Development

Describe a 
Bedroom:
Ask your students to design 

and describe their favourite 

characters’ bedrooms.

Write a School 

Report: 
Ask your students to write 

a school report for their 

favourite character. They’ll 

love taking the teacher role!

Invent Your Own 
Character:
Taking the class’s favourite book, create an additional character as a class for each child to take away, and think about how that character would change the storyline.

Invent a Class 
Character:
Create a wild, wonderful, larger-than-life character  as a class for each student  to write a story about.
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Create a  
School Story:

Split a story up into sections 

and have each year group in 

your school write a particular 

section, so that it can be read 

out in assembly as a whole-

school piece of work. The 

children will love the jumble 

of ideas and hearing their 

own sections!

Book Cover 
Creation: 
Each student is given a book with no front cover, no title and no blurb. Once they’ve read it, they need to create each element themselves. As an additional activity, you could compare and contrast the students’ work with the real book cover. 

Story/Writing

Development
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School Menu: 
Ask your students to create a school menu which links to their favourite read. Who wouldn’t want to try Bruce Bogtrotter Chocolate Cake, for example, or Butterbeer Flapjack?

Reading Challenge:
Create a checklist of different 
places to read, or ask for 
photos of students reading in 
the most original/extreme (but 
safe) place to read. A prize 
per year group could be given 
to the first student to have 
completed their checklist.

Guess Who:

A student comes to the front 

to describe their favourite 

character. The rest of the class 

ask questions to find out who it 

could be, but can only be given 

‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers. The student 

who successfully guesses the 

character takes their turn next.

Wall/Door Displays:

Students create posters and 

drawings, and pull out their 

favourite quotes to bring their 

favourite books to life. Each 

class could choose a book 

and decorate their class door 

as the book cover!

General Fun
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Lesson Plan: 
Roald Dahl KS1 ii] EducationCity

Overview 
In this 60 minute activity, students are asked to consider one of the characters from a 
Roald Dahl book and to then think of adjectives they could use to describe this character. 
They then use this information to write clues for a 'Who am I?' type quiz. 

Materials 
Resources and organisation: 

• Descriptions of two or three Roald Dahl characters,
e.g. Mr or Mrs Twit, George or one of his grandmothers
from George's Marvellous Medicine or Mr Happy from Esio Trot

• Individual whiteboards and pens
• A pre-made set of three clues about one of the characters

Lesson structure 
0 - 10 minutes - Tell the students that you have some descriptions of characters from 
Roald Dahl books that you are going to read aloud and that you would like them to listen 
and note down any keywords. 

10 - 20 minutes - Once you have read the profiles, ask students to work in talk partners 
to share the key vocabulary noted down. Then draw the class back together and use their 
ideas to compile a class list of keywords for each character. 

20 - 30 minutes - Explain to the students that you would like them to think of other 
adjectives they could use to describe the characters based on the descriptions you have 
read out. Ask students to work with talk partners to do this for one assigned character. 
Bring the class back together and ask students to share their ideas. By way of peer 
assessment, ask students to comment on each other's ideas to ensure they are relevant 
based on what has been read. 

30 - 40 minutes - Explain to the students that you have some clues in the form of a 
'Who am I?' you would like them to listen to and work out who the character is. Read the 
clues out and ask students to work out the answer, supporting their ideas with reasoning. 
Tell the students that you would like them to write a set of clues about that character or 
another they have thought about that morning. Work through one example with them. 

40 - 50 minutes - Send students off to work on their own set of clues. Remind them 
they can use the adjectives generated by the class. This could be done independently or in 
mixed ability pairs. 

50 - 60 minutes - Draw the class back together and ask some of them to present their 
clues to the rest of the class. Ask the other students to peer assess the clues taking into 
consideration accuracy and key vocabulary. 

Topical resources - Roald Dahl KS1 © EducationCity.com 
Thls may be reproduced for class use with.in current subscriber Institutions. 



Lesson Plan: 
Roald Dahl KS2 ii] EducationCity

Overview 
In this 70 minute activity, students are asked to design a wanted poster based on one of 
the characters from a Roald Dahl book. Additional time will be needed for students to 
transfer their designs onto larger pieces of sugar paper. 

Materials 
Resources and organisation: 

• An extract or extracts from a Roald Dahl text
that describes one of the characters in detail,
e.g. Miss Trunchball, Matilda, Willy Wonka or
the Grand High Witch

• Individual whiteboards and pens
• A4 paper to sketch out the design of their

wanted posters
• Sugar paper, felt-tip pens and paints

0 

WANTED 

Have you seen 
Willy Wonka? 

0 

Lesson structure 
0 - 10 minutes - Explain to the students that you have an extract from a Roald Dahl text 
that describes one of his characters. It may be a book you are reading with the class, an 
isolated extract or a series of extracts. Ask them to listen and note down any keywords 
they hear that describe the character physically, their personality or any motivating factors. 

10 - 20 minutes - Bring the class back together and show a written version of the 
description on the board. Work through the text with the students highlighting the 
keywords while discussing their importance. 

20 - 30 minutes - Ask the students to work in talking partners to think about how they 
could extend and develop the character. Share the ideas with the rest of the class. 

30 - 40 minutes - Explain to the students that you would like them to imagine the 
character has gone missing and that they need to design a wanted poster. Ask the class 
to think about the type of information they would need to include on the poster and draw 
up a list for them to ref er to while designing it. 

40 - 60 minutes - Send students off to work on their designs. Circulate as they do so, 
drawing the class's attention to particular features individuals may have included. 

60 - 70 minutes - Draw the class back together and display some examples around the 
room. By way of peer assessment, ask the other students to reflect on the work, taking 
into consideration the list that was generated earlier on in the lesson. 

*Additional time will be needed to complete the posters.

Topical resources - Roald Dahl KS2 © EducationCity.com 
Thls may be reproduced for class use with.in current subscriber Institutions. 



� The Brothers Grimm/Fairy Tale 
� Lesson Plan

ui Educationci,y

Overview 
In this hour long activity, students look at a fairy tale of their choice and consider its 
features, such as the language used, the characters and their motivation, plot and setting. 

Materials 
Resources and organisation (15 minutes): 

• A selection off airy tales
• A3 paper and felt tip pens
• Access to EducationCity mind map tool

Lesson structure 
0 - 10 minutes - Read a fairy tale to the class. As you read it, ask the class to think 
about the various features of the tale including the characters and their motivation, 
setting and plot and to record their ideas on individual whiteboards. 

10 - 25 minutes - Once you have read the story, discuss with the students the different 
features they have noted down and record their ideas using the EducationCity mind map 
tool. Draw out the understanding that many of the characters are not named but are only 
known by their role or title, fo r example the woodcutter, wicked stepmother or prince. 
Also discuss the language used that is common to most fairy tales. 

20 - 40 minutes - Explain to the students that you would like them to work in pairs to 
look at a fairy story of their choice and to read it through. Once they have read it through 
encourage them to note the features 
down on A3 pieces of paper in the 

farm of a mind map. Circulate as 
they do this to assess their 
understanding of the key features. 

40 - 55 minutes - Once they have 
completed the task, invite the 
students to present their ideas to the 
rest of the class. As the students 
listen to each other's presentations, 
ask them to think about the ways in 
which the tales are similar and 
different. 

55 - 60 minutes - Draw the class 
back together and compile a list 
of the common features of 
fairy tales. 

•• •• ••• • •  

© EducationCity.com 
Thu may be reproduced for class use within current subscriber institutions. 

Mind Map Topic Tool

Mind Map 
Tool.



Exploring Book Settings



Exploring Characters



Write an Alternative Ending



Rewrite as a Cartoon Strip



Write a Book Review



Name:

Book Tit le:

Age:

This book is about:

I l ike this book because:

How would you rate this book? (Circle your score .)

ROALD DAHL 
BOOK REVIEW

My

Draw your favourite part of the story:

I loved it Real ly l iked it Liked it It was okay Didn’t l ike it



Craft 
Project

MAKE YOUR OWN

Design Your Own 
Book Cover

Free school resources by EducationCity®. This may be reproduced for class use.



Design Your Own Book Cover

You will need:
• Pens

• Colouring pencils or felt tip pens

Instructions:
1. Think of your favourite book and write the book title at the top.

2. Design your own front cover for this book in the large section under the book title. You can use some of your 

favourite characters from this book.

3. On the back cover, give a summary of the plot. What happens in this book?

4. Underneath the plot summary, give your own review of the book. What did you like most and least about it? Who 

was your favourite character and why? What parts of the story really stood out for you and why?

5. Don’t forget to colour in the back cover too!

6. Fold your book cover in half along the section where it says ‘Fold Here’.



Design Your Own Book Cover

Plot Summary:

FO
LD

 H
ER

E

My Review:

By:



Write the Blurb for a Book Cover



ACTIVITY

Design Your Own 
Chocolate Bar

Free school resources by EducationCity®. This may be reproduced for class use.

Craft 
Project



Design Your Own Chocolate Bar

Imagine you’ve transformed into Willy Wonka for a day... what’s the first thing you’ll 
do? Perhaps create a brand new chocolate bar full of pretzel pieces, or maybe it’ll be 
full of candy? Tasty!

Now let’s get creating!

My chocolate bar
is called...

The flavour is...

The wrapper is...

Why not colour in your 
chocolate bar and create 
a design for the wrapper?



Never lose 

a page again!

Craft 
Project

MAKE YOUR OWN

Monster Bookmarks

Adult Help 
Required Free school resources by EducationCity®. This may be reproduced for class use.



Make Your Own Monster Bookmarks

You will need:
• Paper or thin card

• Colouring pencils, felt tip pens, paints or glitter

• Scissors

• Glue stick

Important:
Some of the elements may be tricky to cut out, so please make sure you have an adult on hand to help you!

Instructions:
1. Print all the sheets out on paper or thin card.

2. Cut along the dotted lines with scissors. Ask an adult to help you.

3. Take one of the bookmark pieces, fold down the triangular wings and stick them together.

4. Using a glue stick, stick the monster features in place on your bookmark.

5. Decorate your monster bookmark with colouring pencils, felt tip pens or paint. 

6. Your monster bookmark is complete! Pop it on the corner of your reading book so you don’t lose your page.



Make Your Own Monster Bookmarks

Bookmark pieces x 2

Cut along the dotted lines!

Cut along the dotted lines!



Make Your Own Monster Bookmarks

Monster Features



Make Your Own Monster Bookmarks

Monster Features
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ACTIVITY

Fairy Tale Finger 
Puppet Cut Out

Free school resources by EducationCity®. This may be reproduced for class use.

Craft 
Project



Fairy Tale Finger Puppet Cut Out

You will need:
• A printer

• Paper or thin card to print on

• Colouring pencils

• Scissors

• Glue or sticky tape

Use these cut-out characters and images to create your very own magical stories. 
Simply cut these out along the dotted lines and let the fun commence!

Important:
Some of the elements may be tricky to cut out, so please make sure you have an adult on hand to help you!

Instructions:
1. Print out the characters and props onto paper or thin card.

2. Carefully cut around each element, following the dotted lines as a guide.

3. For the props, fold the tab at the bottom, so the props stand up.

4. For the characters, fold the tabs around your finger and stick using glue or sticky tape.

5. Use the characters and props to create your very own mystical and wondrous story!



Fairy Tale Finger Puppet Cut Out

Some of the elements may be tricky to cut out, so please make sure you have an adult on hand to help you!



Fairy Tale Finger Puppet Cut Out

Some of the elements may be tricky to cut out, so please make sure you have an adult on hand to help you!
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.
.



Brothers Grimm

.
.



Great Outdoors

(if there is one)
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EducationCity produces fun, educational materials to engage students in learning and empower 
teachers to tailor their teaching. Take a look at how EducationCity can support you in the classroom:

About EducationCity

"Teachers have been delighted with 
the content of this package and most 
impressed with how easy it is to find 
appropriate learning and teaching 
resources and then to use them in a 
variety of ways.”
Mark Sanderson,  
Senior ICT Consultant, Herefordshire Learning and Achievement Service

Target Lesson Objectives Easily

Find relevant content that links to your 
curriculum by using our Curriculum 
Map or Search tool.

Comprehensive and clearly organised 
by strand, content is so easy to access!

Differentiated Teaching

Monitor progress with SuccessTracker 
and you’ll be able to identify the 
strengths and areas of development  
for each of your students and so 
choose relevant activities to help  
them progress.

Plan in Advance

When planning your lessons, choose 
your Activities in advance and put 
them into a MyCity so they’re easy 
for students to access. Choose a 
meaningful name for each MyCity 
and you’ll be able to update and 
retrieve them year after year!

Lesson Plans

Access our ready-made Lesson 
Plans and topical content to 
support teaching and learning in 
the classroom.

There’s more to EducationCity than 
Activities alone!

Flexible Learning

EducationCity is accessible via desktops, 
laptops, tablets and whiteboards, so can 
support you whatever equipment is 
available in your classroom.

Blog

Keep abreast of events in the teaching 
arena, changes to the resource, and see 
how EducationCity is supporting the 
education community.

Want to find out more about EducationCity?
Start a free trial for your school today and see it for yourself. Simply call  
us on +44 (0)1572 725080 or email trials@educationcity.com to arrange.

Website: www.educationcity.com  
Email: trials@educationcity.com
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